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By Don Comfort

‘ \ e are happy to announce that NCSU chemical engineering has completed another

successtul year of recruiting exceptional incoming graduate students. As In the recent past,

the two weekends epitomized the recruiting process, allowing us to bring in twenty-two
students during those weekends. The weekends, originally setup for the spring 2000 visitations,
have enabled us to convince some of the countryis best and brightest incoming graduate students
to attend NCSU. From the Initial airport meeting and dinner on Thursday, through the capstone
reception at the Cardinal Club, the recruits are dashed around campus and Raleigh to learn about
the school, department, and city. This year® recruiting process was no different, yielding 13 new
domestic graduate students for the fall ot 2002.

The graduate student led recruiting visits were four jam-packed days of tun and
Information, starting Thursday night at dinner with the graduate students. Friday started with
an early orientation breakfast with the faculty and graduate students, followed by the individual
meetings with faculty. After the faculty meetings, things motored down a bit for the afternoon poster session, where the recruits
were able to learn about the research currently being conducted in the department.

Dinner on Friday evening continued the faculty meeting decompression process when graduate students took recruits
out to some ot the pner restaurants of Raleigh. Following dinner, Ruchi and company spent a  Continued on next page
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biotechnology to their degree program, an option previously only
available to graduate students. With several new courses developed and
offered, the option has also become an alternative to the second semester
of chemical engineering unit operations, CHE 331. Hosted in Jordan Hall,
the biotechnology program offers a wide variety of resources for student
use In learning. Currently available equipment includes an automated
DNA sequencer, a tissue culture and transformation facility, yuorescence
microscope workstations, fermentation and protein puripcation equipment,
a wireless networked computer lab, and fully equipped individual laboratory
stations for up to 40 students at a time.

The biotechnology minor for graduate students consists of
completing three courses, the core course (BIT 810), and two additional
electives. Undergraduates pursuing the minor must complete an approved
Internship abroad as well as the bioethics course. Certainly not an easy
alternative to the traditional 331, many undergraduates pursue the program
for the same reason cited by the graduate students, a chance to gain rapid
and valuable experience In biotechnology. The courses are about 30%
lecture and 70% hands-on experience in the lab. One of the most attractive
features of the courses Is the close structured support from instructors
throughout the semester. For budding graduate students they offer the
ability to get experience under the watchful eyes Continued on page 9






